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I receive the proceedings of the court-martial I shall forward them to Sir Ralph Ahercromby.
Having finished this I proceeded to Skibbereen. The gentlemen of the neighbourhood were convened to meet me. All were alarmed and in fear of a rising. They represented that the whole country was disaffected. I found, however, that no outrage had been committed except that a few trees had been cut down. They said that the trees were to be used as pike handles. I rather fancy they were cut down for fuel, for want of which the people are in great distress. Some were cut down for works of husbandry. The alarm, however, of the gentlemen did not seem to prompt them to take any steps to exert themselves, either by fair or other means, to remove the evil; they seemed to have no reliance but on the military. I told them I could do nothing for them; we could not fight phantoms. If they could obtain information of improper meetings we might prevent them, or if there was a rising we should quell it. As they had a conviction that mischief was intended, I should establish such vigilance as to be ready to meet it. I knew not wjiat more as a military man I could do; we could not act till something appeared for us to act against. I then encouraged them to unite, to-show a joint resolution to oppose whatever was unlawful, but at the same time to be just themselves; not to judge by what they imagined was in the people's minds and to treat them accordingly, and not, when armed for the support of good order, to be themselves the first to infringe it. By these means they would do more than we could do towards the restoration of tranquillity. A soldier of the Westmeath Regiment came to me in the evening, and said he could make me great discoveries; that some people of the country had asked the men to drill them. The man was heated with drink. I gave him some encouragement, and told him to come next day to his officer. Nothing that he said seemed sufficiently important to detain me from visiting the rest of the coast. I desired the officer to examine him, and I set out next day along the coast to Crook Haven.